Jie Ming Academy PTA: Chinese New Year Celebration Report

Jie Ming Mandarin Immersion Academy (Jie Ming) is a Mandarin immersion K-5 St.

Paul Public School (SPPS) located in Saint Paul, MN. With approximately 450 students
currently enrolled,Jie Ming is the only Mandarin immersion school in the SPPS district and
attracts students from across the Twin Cities.

In addition to teaching Chinese language through immersion learning, Jie Ming has a

strong commitment to educating students about Chinese culture. The annual Chinese New Year
celebration at Jie Ming is a highlight of the school year and an important cultural education
activity, in the months leading up to the two week Chinese New Year period as well as during
the Chinese New Year holiday.

In 2025, the highlight of the Chinese New Year celebration was an all-school performance, held
on February 11. Each of our 18 classes spent several months preparing a choreographed
performance piece. For many of our students this event was their first time participating in a
stage performance. Jie Ming gratefully acknowledges the support of a $1,000 grant from the Li
Education Foundation in making this performance a memorable event for all our students and
families.

Project Expenses/Funds Raised: The total funds raised to support this event came to
approximately $18,000, including funds provided by SPPS ($10,000) to hire a traditional
Chinese dance instructor. We received $1,000 from the Li Education Foundation, $900 in class
sponsorship funds tied specifically to the Chinese New Year event, and the remaining funds
were raised through general donations to the PTA and our annual fall giving campaign.

Impact of LEF grant: The LEF grant money allowed us to refurbish and expand several of our
class costume collections. When Jie Ming was originally founded, class sizes were typically ~15
students, some upper grade classes today may be as large as 35 students. We have also found
that the range of student sizes is more diverse now than when the school was founded and
have been working to ensure that students of all sizes will have a suitable costume to wear at
the performance. We work to coordinate new costume pieces to existing pieces as much as
possible, to increase the use of our existing pieces and minimize expenses. Some of the
notable costume improvements made in 2025 included:

e New top pieces for one of our kindergarten classes, to match a set of costume bottoms
that did not have a match available

e Added larger sizes to one of our third grade classes and both of our fourth grade
classes. In particular, the LEF grant allowed us to invest in more durable bottom pieces
for these classes, which will reduce our future costume expenses.

e Sewed shorts for the boys in one of our second grade classes, to coordinate with an
existing set of skirts.

e Custom printed t-shirts for two classes



A full video of the performance can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/live/vHITODtL7cY
(note, the first ~1h 45 min of this video is a countdown).

The performance playbill, with acknowledgement of the LEF grant on page 22, is submitted
along with this report. Photos of several of the classes where costumes were purchased or
improved using LEF funds are also submitted, along with a photo of one class on stage that we
would suggest for use on LEF’s website.


https://www.youtube.com/live/vH9TODtL7cY

